
Muellerõs Auto 

RECYCLING & SALES INC . 

1555 Mill Run Rd 

Altoona, PA 16601 
WHY BUY NEW WHEN USED WILL DO ? 

 

          

 

1-800 -228 -8603 OR 814 -946 -1295  

 

John R. Mueller ð Owner  

J. Todd Mueller, Manager  

   

                           Office: 814-643-2024 

                       Museum 814-643-0885 

 
 

Swigart Museum  
Americaôs Oldest Automobile Museum 

 

 
Box 214 Museum Park 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 

 

           Jacob's Church   
Service                                                         5873 Seven Points Rd. 
9:00 AM                                                             Hesston, PA 16647 

 

 
          

               
            
              
 

 
                           
 

"A GREAT PLACE  TO GO BEFORE THE SHOW"  
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"We have the power to move the earth" 
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Gladys Guyer, Editor 

11800 Guyer Rd. 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 
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Borex Inc .  
128 Ingham Drive 

Altoona, PA 16601 

814-942-7764 

Commercial and Residential Services 

Site Preparations 

Utility Construction  

Storm Water Management Systems 

Water Truck Rental  

Dump Trucks for Hire  

Lowboy Hauling Service 

Roadway Construction 

Machining Services 

Portable Line Boring 

Bore Welding 

Milling Machine  

Radial Arm Drilling Press 

Large Drill Bit Sharpening  

Tig, Mig and Stick Welding 

 



 

 

2019 OFFICERS 
 

 

President Bill Forsht  ......................................................... 723 Forsht Lane Altoona, PA 16601 

 ........................................................................................ (814) 931-7045 é.billforsht@me.com 
 

Vice President Randy Clemens .............................................. 2402 18th St. Altoona, PA 16601 

 ............................................................................................................................. (814) 942-8626 
 

Secretary: Patricia Swigart .......................................... 2101 Ellis Ave., Huntingdon, PA 16652 

 ...................................................................................... (814) 251-2299é..pbts114@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer:  Gladys Guyer ......................................... 11800 Guyer Rd. Huntingdon, PA 16652 

 ............................................................................. (814) 667-3796     gladys_guyer@yahoo.com 
 .....................................................................................................................................................   

ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

2018 ï 2019 - 2020 

Earl Eby ï 814-643-5375ééééééééééééééééé..eeby526@comcast.net 

Ed Hinkle  - 814-577-3679  .................................................................. .1931desoto@gmail.com 

Mike Walter  - 814-359-6074 .....................................................  mikewalter101@hotmail.com 

Scott Deno - 814-238-4031ééééééééééééé ................... nsdeds@hotmail.com 

2019 - 2020 - 2021 

Randy Clemensï 814-943-8626 ...............................................................  ras7595@verizon.net 

Gladys Guyer - 814-667-3796 ........................................................ .gladys_guyer@yahoo.com 

Bill Forsht  - 814-943-8766. ................................................................ . billforsht@hotmail.com 

Bill Guyer - 814-667-3796 .............................................................. gladys_guyer@yahoo.com. 

2020 ï 2021 - 2022 

Jackie Forsht ï 814-251-7045 ................................................................. setter4@hotmail.com 

Jeff Boring ï 814-931-1854 ..................................................................... borexinc@gmail.com 

Paula Clemens ï 814-943-8626 ..............................................................  wrpclem98@aol.com 

Pat Swigartï 814-251-2299....................................................................... pbts114@gmail.com 

 

Vapor Locks Staff 

 

Vapor Locks Editor:  
Gladys Guyer, 11800 Guyer Rd. Huntingdon, PA 16652 814-667-3796 .....gladys_guyer@yahoo.com 

 

Email Correspondant: 

Cathy Searer, 14 Park Place Lewistown, PA 17044 717-242-2954  clsearer@comcast.net 

  

Webmaster:  

Scott Deno, 135 Watson Rd. State College 16801   814-238-4031 ... nsdeds@hotmail.com 
 

Nominating Committee:  Pat Swigart and Randy Clemens 

 

Archivist : 

Jeff Boring, 128 Ingham Dr. Altoona, PA 16601 814-931-1854 borexinc@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Antique & Collector  
Vehicle Appraisals  

 

                                             

Maefield Enterprises  

 

Ron Strapel, 1842 Marengo Rd. 

Warriors Mark, PA 16877 

Phone:  814-692-5578 

E-mail: collectorcar@windstream.net 

 

  JOHNNYõS U-PULL IT  
        

Central PAôS First 

Self Service Auto Salvage 

 
BRING YOUR OWN TOOLS  

PULL YOUR OWN PARTS 

 AND SAVE MONEY  

 

1555 Mill Run Rd.                   Open 7 days a week 

Altoona, PA 16601                Mon. ï Sat. 8 to dusk 

814-946-1295                      Sunday 12 PM to 4 PM 

 

Larrie A. Derman                                                    FAX (814)-4178 

Owner-Supervisor                                                Cell (814) 935-3815 

(814) 684-3671 

DERMAN  
FUNERAL HOME INC. 

òProfessional Service With Dignityó 
 

Pre-Need Counseling                                       1200 Lincoln Avenue 

                                                                          Tyrone, PA 16686  
 

The Mill Stone Manor Motel 
 

11979 William Penn Highway  
Huntingdon, PA 16652  

814-643-0108  
814-643-8002  

www.themillstonemanor.com 

M ill St ne 

M anor 
Stay with us and visit the Swigart 

Museum right next door. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

       Available  

      $12.00/year  

 

 

 

1951 ð 2020  

mailto:nsdeds@hotmail.com
mailto:borexinc@gmail.com
http://www.themillstonemanor.com/


ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION WEBSITE        http://local.aaca.org/allegheny/ 

AACA NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  HERSHEY,  PA  .................... www.aaca.org 

501 West Governor R. Hershey, PA 17031 -- Phone 717-534-1910 

 

1951 Founding Officers 
 

Regional Director ï William E. Swigart, Jr. 

Secretary / Treasurer ï William A Huff, Jr. 

Advisory Committee ï George W. Brisbin, David T. Davis, Paul K. Good, Carl  

E. Henderson, G. Bland Hoke, E.J. Leap, Fred Samuel, E.T. Studebaker 

 

 

PAST PRESIDENTS OF ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION, AACA  

 

 
                                                    

PAST PRESIDENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

Vapor Locks is the official; publication of the Allegheny Mountain Region, 

AACA, Inc., a non-profit club.  It is published by and for the members of the 

Allegheny Mountain Region on a bi-monthly basis.  January, March, May, July, 

September, and November. 
 

Membership in Allegheny Mountain Region, AACA. Please contact any officer 

or club member.  Membership is $10.00 for a single or joint (husband and wife).  

You must include your AACA National number. 
 

Advertising on the cover in Vapor Locks, One sixth page $12.00 and one third 

page $24.00 per year. 

 

 

Classified Ads: 

For Sale or Wanted are Free of charge to members.  Please include Name, Price (if 

selling), Phone and E-mail Address. 

 

Articles in this newsletter may be reprinted. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message 
 

OH NO!!!  AMR's President may be 

missing.  My text messages have not been 

answered so I have no words of wisdom 

from him. 

 

I have a few ideas as to what may have 

happened. 

 

President Bill could be out on a long 

shopping trip hoping to find a special Christmas gift for Jackie. 

or 
He very well may be on a road trip for another car.   

or 
Perhaps he is on his way to the North Pole looking for Santa.   

or 
Could this be a kidnapping situation, after all he is a very unique person.  I 

JUST DON'T KNOW!! 

 

If we have a detective in the Region maybe you could solve the case? 

 

Gladys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1997-Stanley B. Smith, Jr. 

1998-Stanley B. Smith, Jr. 
1999-John R. OôBrien 

2000-John R. OôBrien 

2001-N. Scott Deno 
2002-N. Scott Deno 

2003-Patricia B. Swigart 

2004-Patricia B. Swigart 
2005-John R. Mueller 

2006-John R. Mueller 

2007-Nicholas Sabatino 
2008-Nicholas Sabatino 

2009-Francis P. Searer 

2010-Francis P. Searer 
2011-Bill M. Loy  

2012-Bill M. Loy  

2013-Ernest Romanini 
2014 Ernest Romanini 

2015 N. Scott Deno 

2016 N. Scott Deno 
2017 N. Scott Deno 

2018 William Forsht 

2019 William Forsht 
2020 William Forsht 

 

1951-William E. Swigart, Jr.* 
1952-William E. Swigart, Jr.* 

1953-William E. Swigart, Jr.* 

1954-Stanley B. Smith* 

1955-Dr. Max Tornatore* 

1956-David T. Davis* 

1957-Leonard L. LeCrone* 
1958-Ernest L. Shank* 

1959-Chester E. Geist* 

1960-Chester E. Geist* 
1961-Paul Swartz* 

1962-Dr John C. Gourley, Jr.* 

1963-Dr John C. Gourley, Jr.* 
1964-William H. Harshbarger* 

1965-Leonard L. LeCrone* 

1966-Ferd D. Page, Jr.* 
1967-Ferd D. Page, Jr.* 

1968-Stephen Leoras* 

1969-Stephen Leoras* 

1970-Robert L. Meckley* 

1971-Dr. James K. Gordon* 

1972-Dr. James K. Gordon* 

1973-Fred P. Lockcuff* 

*deceased 

 

 

 

 

*Dr. James Gordon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1974-Robert M. Struble 
1975-Robert M. Struble 

1976-Ferd D. Page, Jr.* 

1977-Stephen Leoras* 

1978-James L. Kingston* 

1979-James L. Kingston* 

1980-Larrie A. Derman 
1981-Larrie A. Derman 

1982-James F. Eichelberger* 

1983-James F. Eichelberger* 
1984-Charles Caracciolo* 

1985-Charles Caracciolo* 

1986-James Fisher* 
1987-James Fisher* 

1988-William Eardley* 

1989-Wiliam Eardley* 
1990-Ralph B. Grove 

1991-Ralph B. Grove 

1992-Ralph B. Grove 

1993-Ralph Hoover*  

1994-Robert M. Struble 

1995-Russell Bambarger 

1996-Russell Bambarger 

 

 
 

Vapor Locks 
Website 

http://local.aaca.org/allegheny/


ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN REGION AACA 
Board of Directors Meeting   

October 24, 2020 

Bill and Jackie Forsht's Garage 
 

 The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Allegheny Mountain 

Region was held on Saturday, October 24, 2020 in the Entertainment 

Garage at the home of Bill and Jackie Forsht. 
 

 President Forsht called the meeting to order at 1:45 P.M. 
 

 The minutes of the June meeting were included in the Vapor Locks 

and were approved upon motion of Scott Deno, seconded by Ellen Deno 
 

 The Financial Report was approved upon motion of Randy Clemens, 

seconded by Paula Clemens. 
 

 It was decided to wait to see what happens with the COVID-19 

pandemic to see what we will do about the After Christmas Party. 
 

 There will be a Board of Directors meeting on January 17, 2021 at 

2:00 P.M. at the Forshtôs garage. 
 

  We will look into planning a one day tour in the Spring at this 

meeting.       
 

 The Nominated members to the Board of Directors ballot was cast and 

passed unanimously.  They are:  Zach Boring, Jim Burke, Scott Deno and 

Loy Blattenberger, 
 

 The Cookôs Nite Out events will be on hold until further notice.  
 

 The Boalsburg Show is also on hold until further notice.  
 

 Jeff Boring is continuing looking into better rates for CDôs. 
 

 The Region again received four (4) free membership applications from 

National.  These were distributed. 
 

 There was a discussion regarding what we will do with the club 

cabinet.  Possibly we will get rid of it.  
 

 A discussion regarding having an anniversary meet at Bedford Springs 

for the Regionôs 70th Anniversary will be discussed further at the January 

meeting.  It could be at the end of the summer.   

   

 Upon motion of Paula Clemens, seconded by Jeff Boring the meeting was 

adjourned. 

Calendar of Events 
 

Region Activities 

 
January 17, 2021  Board Meeting at Bill Forsht's garage 

 

Additional AMR dates will be added after the Board meeting 

 

 

National Activities 

February 

11-13  Annual Convention - AACA National - Philadelphia, PA 

 March  

17-20  Special Winter Nationals - Puerto Rico Region - San Juan, 

   Puerto Rico 
20   Special Grand Nationals - Puerto Rico Region - San Juan,  

   Puerto Rico 

April  

8-10   Southeastern Spring Nationals - Hornets Nest Region -  

   Charlotte Autofair, Concord, NC 

20-22  Southeastern Divisional Tour - King of the Road Chapter - 

   Central Florida 

 May 

6-8   Central Spring Nationals - AACA National - Auburn, IN 

20-25  Founders Tour (1932-1996) - Mountain State Classics  

   Region Davis, WV 

 

 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
January 17, 2021 

Bill Forsht's garage 

2:00 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

 



The Editor's Desk  
Hi Everyone, 
 

This is the last issue of Vapor Locks for the year.  I 

am sending a BIG Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed to each issue.  I would also like to 

THANK our advertising sponsors.  Everyone is 

greatly appreciated. 
 

2020 year was certainly different.  We may not have had the experiences 

we would like but if you think about it we as a family and we as Americans 

have much to be thankful for.   
 

Yes, this year was nothing like I have ever experienced.  Staying home, not 

being around other car club friends altered church services and ordering 

items online so it could be delivered to our front door.  Yep everything is 

sure different.   
 

We have looked for deals on masks and hand sanitizer.  Can you believe a 

nationwide toilet paper shortage (who could have guessed that one?)  This 

never-before-seen virus and worldwide pandemic has changed our lives 

drastically.  2020 will certainly be a year talked about for a very long time..  

It sure was not what we expected butélet's look forward to 2021 and make 

it a great year.  
 

Happy Holidays to everyone! 
 

Stay healthy and safe, and we'll meet you on the road in 2021. 

 

Gladys 

 

 

 

Fall Dinner 
Hosted by Jackie and Bill Forsht  

 
The Region's Fall Dinner was held Saturday, 

October 24, 2020 at Bill and Jackie Forsht's garage. 

 

Bill and I were not able to attend the Dinner but it was reported a nice 

group of members attended and had a great time at the event. 

 

There was lots of socializing before and after the Board Meeting and during 

the meal. 

 

Everyone enjoyed a buffet that Bill and Jackie had catered.  There was 

Spaghetti, Chicken Alfredo, salad, bread, beverages and dessert.  (I think 

everyone had a full belly!) 

 

Bill and Jackie had a nice surprise for those attending.  Bill announced the 

Forsht's were covering the cost of the meal.  What an awesome gesture!  

 

Thank you Bill and Jackie!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Paula Clemens . 
 

2020 PERSON OF THE YEAR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Paula Clemens has been involved in Allegheny Mountain Region for 

a lot of years.  She is a very outgoing person always ready to lend a 

helping hand.   

 

This Lady has been involved in dinners, registration at our Memorial 

Day and Delgrosso car shows and others.   

 

Paula baked dozens and dozens of cookies for the hospitality room 

when AMR hosted the 2012 Founders tour.   

 

She has arrived at club meetings with dessert for everyone in hand. 

 

This girl not only helps with Region activities but when it is time to 

clean up you can count on Paula being there to help.   

 

Paula is a committed member of Allegheny Mountain Region and a 

very deserving person of the 2020 "Person of the Year Award".   

 

 

Congratulations Paula! 

 

Surprises Kids find in Old Cars 
By Wayne Tuck 

Executive Vice President  
 

Features we find in old cars can be a new discovery 

for kids.  I still laugh to myself every time I think 

about the time my youngest grandson came out to 

the garage for a visit with granddad.  I was working 

on my 1952 Hudson at the time and put him in the front seat.   The first 

thing he noticed was the size of the steering wheel.  Iôm sure he had never 

seen a car without power steering.  This was a new discovery for him.  He 

was even more surprised with the window crank handles.  How many kids 

today have never seen crank down windows?  Not only a crank down 

window, but crank open vent windows.  Most of todayôs youth have never 

seen a vent window.  He spent the next half hour working his way around 

the interior cranking windows up and down. 

 

We found an entire new world of things he never knew existed.  A cigar 

lighter?  That is known as a power outlet today.  You mean you need to 

push down the buttons individually to lock the car?  You need a key to 

unlock it? Ash trays?  Turn the knobs to change the radio station?  Where 

are the seat belts?  What is that button on the floor? No padding on the 

dashboard?  

 

Now letôs take a look at an even older car.  A tassel on the string that pulls 

the shade down over the back window?  You mean you need to put your 

arm out the window to signal a turn?  That lever on the left controls the 

spark advance?  What is a spark advance anyway? Step on a floor pedal to 

start it?  

 

All you need to do to get their attention is show it to them.  Kids are even 

more thrilled if you take them for a ride.  Letôs all do something to pique 

their interest.  The future of the old car hobby depends on it!   

 

 

 

 

 

Paula and hubby Randy 



Car Trivia  
Free Trivia 

 

1. What did the Olds designation 4-4-2 stand for? 
2. What automakerôs first logo incorporated the Star of David? 

3. What was the first car to use power operated seats  

4. In what model year did Cadillac introduce the first electric 

 sunroof? 

5. What car was the first to have its radio antenna embedded in the 

 windshield?   

6. What type of car had the distinction of being GMôs 100 millionth 

 car built in the U.S.? 

7. What autos were the first to use a standardized production key-

 start system? 

Classifieds  
 

4 whitewall tires used on 1936 Buick, Like New 

B. F. Goodrich Size 6.50 x 1  4 Ply. 

$200 

Contact Denny Stachmus 814-942-7683 

 

 
 

Happy Holidays to America's  Heroes ! 
 

COOKôS CORNER 
Gladys Guyer 

 

Holiday Cheese Wreath or Ball 
1 pound cream cheese, at room temp. 

2 cups shredded Cheddar, pepper Jack or Colby 

2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 

Salt and black pepper 

1/2 cup finely chopped pickled peppers 

1/2 cup finely chopped parsley leaves 

1/4 cup finely chopped fresh chives 

Crackers for serving 

 
Directions:  Line the inside of a 6-cup Bundt pan with plastic wrap.  

Mix softened cream cheese, shredded cheese, Worcestershire sauce, 1/2 

teaspoon salt and few grinds of pepper in a food processor until smooth. 

Empty the mixture into a medium bowl, and fold in all but 2 tablespoons of 

the chopped peppers.  Spoon the cheese mixture into the prepared Bundt 

pan; pack it in, spread into an even layer and cover (or simply form the 

cheese mixture into a ball and wrap tightly with plastic wrap).  Refrigerate 

until chilled, at least 1 hour up to 2 days.  

 

Uncover and invert the cheese mold (or unwrap and transfer the ball) onto a 

serving platter.  Sprinkle with the chives and parsley to completely coat the 

wreath, and garnish with the reserved 2 tablespoons peppers.  Serve with 

crackers, sliced bread or crudités.  

 

Cranberry -Apple Punch 
 

4 cups apple juice chilled 

4 cups apple juice chilled   

2 cups cranberry juice chilled  

2 cups ginger ale chilled 

1 can (12 oz.) frozen orange juice concentrate   

Apple and orange slices for garnish 

 

In a 4 quart container, combine apple juice, cranberry juice and orange juice 

concentrate.  Refrigerate until serving time.  Just before serving pour punch 

into punch bowl and add chilled ginger ale.  Garnish with frozen 

cranberries, apple & orange slices.  Enjoy! 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://llerrah.com/thankyouveterans.htm&psig=AOvVaw1mNgIGnSLKo2xqFI-TtTqm&ust=1607777067667000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjl3tX6xe0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Just For Laug hs 

 
Granddaughter Meets Santa 

. Ruth Turner, Callao, Virginia 

My nearly two-year-old granddaughter was reluctant to meet Santa Claus 

for the first time.  Nevertheless, she patiently sat on his lap and waited 

while we took picture after picture.  Finally, having had enough, she figured 

a way out of her predicament.  She turned to Santa and stated, ñI pooped.ò 

With that, Santa said, ñSheôs done,ò lifted her up, and handed her back to 

her grandmother. 

 

 

Expensive Perfume? 

 
On Christmas Eve, Nathan thought it would be nice to buy his wife a little 

gift for the next day.  Always short of money, he thought long and hard 

about what that present might be good.  Unable to decide, Nathan entered a 

department store and in the cosmetics section he asked the girl, "How about 

some perfume?"  She showed him a bottle costing $100.  "Too expensive," 

muttered Nathan.  The young lady returned with a smaller bottle for 

$50.  "Oh dear," Nathan groused, "still far too much."  Growing rather 

annoyed at Nathan's meanness, the sales girl brought out a tiny $10 bottle 

and offered it to him.  Nathan became really agitated, "What I mean is I'd 

like to see something really cheap."  So the sales girl handed him a mirror. 

 

 

 

TRIVIA ANSWERS  

 
1. 4 barrel carburetor, 4 speed transmission, and dual exhaust 

2. The Dodge Brothers. 

3. They were first used on the 1947 Packard line. 

4. The 1969 Cadillac Fleetwood Eldorado 

5. The 1969 Pontiac Grand Prix. 

6. March 16, 1966 saw an Olds Tornado roll out of Lansing, 

 Michigan with that honor. 

7. The 1949 Chryslers 
 

JUST FOR THOUGHT 
Andrew Shecktor 

 

It had been a rough year: A single father with two young daughters, I was 

out of work and out of money.  With little choice, I told the girls, ñIt looks 

like our gift from Santa will be the gift of our love for each other.ò  Then a 

miracle occurred. I won $1,000 in a contest.  I kept it a secret as I went on a 

shopping spree and spent Christmas Eve wrapping presents for my girls, all 

the time thinking, Boy, will they be surprised!  The next morning, I went to 

the living room to lay out the gifts and froze.  There were already dozens of 

presents under the Christmas treeðall with my name on them.  My girls 

had felt bad that Dad wouldnôt be getting any gifts, so theyôd carefully 

wrapped their favorite stuffed animals and other toys so that I would have a 

merry Christmas.  As I stared at the gifts through tear-filled eyes, I 

promised myself to never again doubt Santa Claus. 

 

 

When Santa came to the nursing home where I worked; the first patient he 

visited was Margaret.  She was confined to her bed but was thrilled when 

he roared ñHo, ho, hoò in her doorway.  ñSanta!ò she said softly. 

 

ñMerry Christmas, Margaret "What do you want for Christmas, little girl?ò 

 

ñI want a kiss from you, Santa,ò she said with a grin.  Santa gently took 

Margaretôs hand, bent down, and kissed her.  He then added quietly, ñGod 

bless you, Margaret.ò 

 

ñGod bless you, too, Santa,ò she whispered back. 

 

Santa went on to visit every bedridden patient in the home.  Afterward, he 

asked his nurse escort whether he could say goodbye to Margaret. 

Struggling to find the right words, she told him that Margaret had passed 

away soon after heôd left her room.  She said that in her final moments, 

Margaret had spoken of being blessed by Santa.  Santa thanked the nurse 

for telling him and then quickly left the floor.  After all, nobody would want 

to see Santa Claus cry 

 



Poinsettias at Christmas 
Whychristmas?com 

 

Poinsettia plants are native to Central 

America, especially an area of southern 

Mexico known as 'Taxco del Alarcon' 

where they flower during the winter.  

The ancient Aztecs called them 

'cuetlaxochitl'.  The Aztecs had many 

uses for them including using the 

flowers (actually special types of leaves 

known as bracts rather than being 

flowers) to make a purple dye for 

clothes and cosmetics.  The milky white sap was made into a medicine to treat 

fevers. (Today we call the sap latex!) 
 

The poinsettia was made widely known because of a man called Joel Roberts 

Poinsett (that's why we call them Poinsettia!).  He was the first Ambassador 

from the USA to Mexico in 1825. Poinsett had some greenhouses on his 

plantations in South Carolina, and while visiting the Taco area in 1828, he 

became very interested in the plants.  He immediately sent some of the plants 

back to South Carolina, where he began growing the plants and sending them 

to friends and botanical gardens. 
 

One of the friends he sent plants to was John Bartram of Philadelphia.  At the 

first Philadelphia flower show, Robert Buist, a plants-man from Pennsylvania 

saw the flower and he was probably the first person to have sold the poinsettias 

under their botanical, or Latin name, name 'Euphorbia pulcherrima' (it means, 

'the most beautiful Euphorbia').  They were first sold as cut flowers. It was only 

in the early 1900s that they were sold as whole plants for landscaping and pot 

plants.  The Ecke family from Southern California were one of, if not, the first 

to sell them as whole plants and they're still the main producer of the plants in 

the USA.  It is thought that they became known as Poinsettia in the mid-1830s 

when people found out who had first brought them to America from Mexico. 
 

There is an old Mexican legend about how Poinsettias and Christmas come 

together, it goes like this: 
 

There was once a poor Mexican girl called Pepita who had no present to give 

the baby Jesus at the Christmas Eve Services.  As Pepita walked to the chapel, 
sadly, her cousin Pedro tried to cheer her up. 'Pepita', he said "I'm sure that 

even the smallest gift, given by someone who loves him will make Jesus 

Happy." 

 

Pepita didn't know what she could give, so she picked a small handful of weeds 

from the roadside and made them into a small bouquet.  She felt embarrassed 

because she could only give this small present to Jesus.  As she walked through  

Poinsettias pg. 2 

 

the chapel to the altar, she remembered what Pedro had said.  She began to feel 

better, knelt down and put the bouquet at the bottom of the nativity scene. 

Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into bright red flowers, and everyone 

who saw them were sure they had seen a miracle.  From that day on, the bright 

red flowers were known as the 'Flores de Noche Buena', or 'Flowers of the 

Holy Night'.  

 

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are sometimes thought as a 

symbol of the Star of Bethlehem which led the Wise Men to Jesus.  The red 

colored leaves symbolize the blood of Christ. The white leaves represent his 

purity. 

 

The Poinsettia is also the national emblem of Madagascar. 

 

2021  MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL   

 

I hope you have taken advantage of the savings for your 

2021 membership by sending your membership renewal of 

$10.00 to Secretary Pat Swigart by December 31, 2020.  

(Your renewal form was in the last issue of Vapor Locks) 

Memberships renewed after January 1, 2021  

will be $15.00 

 

Our Club is not closed just on a short vacation!! 

 

Send to: 

Pat Swigart 

2101 Ellis Ave. 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/mexico.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/star-of-bethlehem.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/madagascar.shtml


Oily to B ed - Oily to R ise  

By Stan Smith 

 

In a recent hobby magazine I found an 

article on preparing oneôs 

vintage/classic car for upcoming 

winter.  One item that caught my eye 

was the draining of the engine oil once 

you knew the car/truck wasnôt to be 

driven again till spring.  This gets rid of 

any acids that have formed in the oil 

during the past 8 months of driving.  

Good advice since Iôve normally waited 

till spring to change the oil. 

 

"Were you aware that some new cars and trucks over the last 10 

years have been using very light grade oils from the factory?"  This is 

happening with the new generation of Hybrid/EV cars from Japan.   

 

They are now using multi grade oils that have a viscosity close that of 

water.  The ratings are 0W-20, 5W-20 and 5W-30.  So far the only domestic 

vehicle using this light oil has been the Chevrolet Silverado. 

 

Something else I learned was that the letter ñWò stood for Winter, not 

Weight.  The first number is the cold weather operating rating and the 

second number is for hot weather.  The numbers came about years ago by 

the American Society of Automobile Engineers thru a designated series of 

viscosity tests.  At first one would choose from 20, 30 or 40 rated motor 

oil.  Then came the multi grades along with the synthetics like Mobil 1. 

 

So be careful when changing your oilééitôs not as simple a choice as it 

was 50 years ago.  Back then one had a favorite brand and was using a 

paraffinic (Pennsylvania) or naphthenic (Gulf Coast) type oil. Those super 

light multi viscosity oils are being used by the modern car manufacturers to 

help with achieving better mileage figures. 

 

Every time I do an oil change I recall when my father and I restored our 

Mercer we had mother make for it a mat to cover the floor.  On the 

underside of it she wrote with magic marker: 

 

ñOILY TO BED, OILY TO RISEé. 

SUCH IS THE LIFE OF THE GARAGE GUYSò 

 

 

Hershey Hangover 2020 
 

Scott and Ellen Deno attended their first Hershey Hangover tour October 

11-13 which was the 9
th
 such tour which is always staged near Hershey just 

after the AACA Hershey show.  The tour is sponsored jointly by the 

Horseless carriage club and the Snapper region of the AACA for brass era 

cars.  We arrived at noon Saturday and our 1912 Rambler joined 35 other 

beautiful brass cars.  As we pulled in, who should we see but region 

members and longtime friends Don Barlup and Dave Kontor unloading 

Donôs 1914 Pullman. We immediately made plans for lunch with first class 

transportation provided by the Pullman.  After lunch our friends, Pam 

Robinson and Bill Preston, arrived from New York who agreed to be 

passengers in the rear of the Rambler.  The Rambler was a little nervous, 

since it was its first tour with the Denoôs and a full car.  It was absolutely 

super to finally meet some serious car folks after a long summer with no 

activities.  The opening ñmeet and greatò dinner was an outdoor event for 

social distancing.  

 

Sunday was a beautiful drive to the great little town of Lititz.  Brass cars 

filled the downtown park.  It brought back memories of a nice region trip to 

Lititz years ago.  Lititz was the nice town we remembered however it was 

sad to see the Wilbur Chocolate factory was now an apartment building, 

even though Wilbur chocolates were still available in town across from the 

old factory.  

 

Monday was a drive to Hershey Park and AACA museum.  Since the 

tropical storm was a visitor on Monday, we used modern transportation.  

Yes, it was cold and rainy all day.  I shed a tear as we passed the empty flea 

market area thinking of the missed bargains and memories in 2020 due to 

the cancelation.  We stopped at the new AACA headquarters and it looks 

great from the outside, but not just yet ready for visitors.  Good friend Bob 

Schultz had called me before our trip with questions about a 1908 Albany 

the museum was prepôing for display, so I had to stop at the ñsecretò 

museum shop to do some consulting/BSôing.  Bob has the coolest job 

working on every conceivable car you can imagine; however the pay is low 

(like zero).  I stayed so long I nearly missed lunch which was catered at the 

museum.  Thank you Bob and Don Barlup for giving us a tour of the 

museumôs storage garage after lunch.  Wow, was the building FULL of a 

wide variety of interesting transportation. 

 

Tuesday was a drive through Lancaster country side where I couldnôt 

believe our tour guides found so many beautiful windy roads, well-kept 

farms, small streams and covered bridges (see the Rambler posing with the 

covered bridge).   
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The weather improved, but still overcast and cool (see ladies bundled up for 

the day).  First stop was the Shady Maple restaurant and STORES which is 

a must stop, if you have yet to visit.  Next stop was unique; Lippincottôs 

Jaguar restoration shop.  Mr. Lippincott was a great host and has been 

doing this for only 52 years! (He retired from racing Jaguars recently!). 

Several near perfect E Type Jaguars from the 60ôs were great to inspect.  

Then, we were on to the Foxchase golf club for lunch.  The tour seemed to 

end as soon as it started, but it sure was great to finally do touring in 2020.  
 

Glad to report that the 1914 Pullman and the 1912 Rambler both completed 

the tour in style.  
 

 

Can you find the car parts? 
 

 


